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St.  Asaph  Rural  District  Council 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF 
HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  twenty-sixth  Annual 
Report,  which  has  to  be  limited  to  a record  of  important  altera- 
tions, improvements  or  developments  which  have  taken  place 
during  the  year,  statistics,  social  conditions,  and  general  inform- 
ation relating  to  the  area,  housing  activities,  the  incidence  of  in- 
fectious disease,  and  such  other  matters  as  are  required  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 


APPENDIX  I. 

Section  A.— Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area,  23,057  acres  (land  and  inland  water). 

Population  at  Census  1931,  7,873. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  resident  mid-year 
population  for  1939  is  (a)  7,235  ; (b)  7,494.  (a)  is  for  the  birth 

rate,  (b)  is  for  the  death  rate. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1939,  according  to  the 
rate  books  in  December,  1939,  is  2,231. 

Rateable  value,  £38,048.  Estimated  product  of  a penny 
rate,  £164  10s.  Od. 

SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  OCCUPATIONS. 

The  district  is  rural,  and  its  chief  pursuit  is  agriculture.  Quite 
a fair  amount  of  corn  is  now  grown,  since  it  has  been  made  com- 
pulsory by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture.  Previously,  farms  in  the 
Vale  of  Clwvd  had  been  converted  into  land  for  grazing  for  cattle 
and  sheep  only.  Milk  production  is  carried  on  upon  a large 
scale;  very  little  butter  is  produced,  and  no  cheese.  There  is  a 
limestone  quarry  at  Dvserth,  where  lime  and  stone  are  produced 
in  large  quantities.  There  is  some  unemployment  in  the  district. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTlt  RATE. 

The  total  number  of  births  registered,  as  given  by  the  Regis- 
trar General,  during  the  year  1939  is  97= — 45  males  and  52  females 
— 4 fewer  than  in  1938.  Of  that  number,  6 females  were  illegiti- 
mate. There,  were  7 legitimate  stillbirths — 4 males  and  3 
females — and  no  illegitimate  stillbirths.  The  97  births  give  a birth 
rate  of  13.4  per  1,000  of  the  resident  population,  compared  with 
15.0  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales. 

DEATH  RATE. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
137 — 71  males  and  66  females — giving  a death  rate  of  18.4.  Of 
this  number,  46  have  to  be  excluded,  as  these  were  of  nop-resi- 
dents  admitted  to  the  Public  Assistance  Hospital  at  St.  Asaph 
from  outside  parishes  in  the  county  of  Flint.  On  the  other  hand, 
13  residents  who  died  in  institutions  outside  the  district  have  to 
be  included.  Thus  the  nett  or  “ corrected  ” death  rate  is  104.48 
males  and  56  females — which  gives  a death  rate  of  13.8  per  1,000 
of  the  resident  population,  compared  with  12.1  for  England  and 
Wales. 

Table  III  gives  the  causes  and  ages  at  death. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  was  5, 
giving  a death  rate  of  51.4  per  1,000'  births,  compared  with  50.0 
for  England  and  Wales. 

Table  IV  gives  the  causes  and  ages  at  death. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Therj  were  83  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the 
year  (excluding  tuberculosis) — 3 cases  of  diphtheria,  11  of  scarlet 
fever,  12  of  pneumonia,  3 of  erysipelas,  49  of  measles,  2 of 
whooping,  2 of  ophthalmia  neonatorium. 

Table  II  gives  further  information  regarding  these  cases,  with 
ages  and  distribution  in  the  different  parishes. 

ZYMOTIC  MORTALITY. 

There  was  no  death  from  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid 
or  paratyphoid.  Measles  was  very  prevalent  in  the  district,  but 
there  was  no  death  therefrom,  nor  from  whooping  cough,  influenza, 
acute  poliomyelitis,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  or  encephalitis 
lethargica,  which  is  very  satisfactory. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1939. 

Males.  Females. 

Births  97  Legitimate  45  ...  46 

Illetimiate  0 ...  6 

Birth  Rate — 13.4 
Total.  Males.  Females. 

Deaths  137  ...  71  ...  66 

Corrected  Deaths 104  ...  48  ...  56 

Corrected  Death  Rate — 13.8 


Number  of  cases  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of, 
childbirth : — 

From  Sepsis 

From  other  causes 

Death  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age— Total,  5. 

Legitimate  2 

Illegitimate  3 

Rate  per  1,000  Births  51.4 

Deaths  from  Measles  0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)...  0: 

Fe- 

Total.  Males,  males 

Stillbirths 7 Legitimate  7 ...  4 ...  3 

Illegitimate  ...  0 ...  01  ...  0 


None. 

None. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  ( OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS) 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Total 

Cases 

Cases 

admitted 

Total 

Disease 

Notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths. 

Small  Pox  

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

...  11 

9 

0 

Diphtheria 

3 

3 

0 

Typhoid  (including  Para  Typhoid)  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia  

1 

1 

0 

Ophthalmia  Neuonatorum 

2 

2 

0 

Pneumonia 

...  12 

0 

8 

Measles  

...  49 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

2 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  

3 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Potio-encephalitis  

0 

0 

0 

Acute-encephalitis  Lethaigica  ... 

0 

0 

0 

Total  

...  83 

15 

8 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

2 cases  reported  were  admitted  to  Chester  Royal  Infirmary. 
TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  was  11,  and  the  number  of  deaths  was  3.  Particulars  of  all 
cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  are  forwarded  every  week  to  the 
County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  BELONGING  TO  THE 
DISTRICT  DURING  1939. 


Age. 

Periods. 

0 


New  Cases.  Deaths. 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary.  Pulmonary. 
M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


5 ...  ... 

10  

15 3 ... 

20 3 1 ... 

25  1 

35 1 ...  ...  3 ... 

45 1 1 ... 

55 

65  and  upwards  ... 

Totals  6 5 ...  0 0 ...  0 3 ...  0 0 


(1)  All  cases  were  notified  in  the  area.  No  action  had  to  be 

taken  for  non-notification  in  the  area. 

(2)  No  evidence  of  excessive  incidence  or  mortality  from 

tuberculosis. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OE  TUBERCULOSIS) 
REGULATIONS,  1925. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  above  Regulations. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925.  SECTION  62. 

No  action  was  required  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925. 

THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

During  the  year  17  cases  from  the  district  were  treated  in  the 
Isolation  Hospital — 10  of  scarlet  fever,  4 of  diphtheria,  and  8 of 
erysipelas.  In  all,  226  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  during 
the  year,  against  290  cases  during  the  previous  year. 
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DISTRICT  STAFF. 

The  St  ah  of  the  St.  Asaph  Rural  District  Council  consists  of 
a Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time,  an  M.D.,  M.R.C.S., 
L.S.A.,  D.P.H.),  a Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  (F.S.I.A., 
Cert.  R.S.I.),  and  a Clerk.  For  the  combined  Hospital  district 
a Clerk  and  Secretary,  a Steward  and  Collector,  together  with  the 
following  staff  at  the  Isolation  Hospital Miss  Williams,  Matron, 
who  is  an  S.R.N.  and  S.C.M.,  registered  and  with  fever  trained 
experience;  two  sisters,  and,  when  required,  when  the  Hospital 
is  very  full  and  much  night  nursing  is  necessary,  extra  temporary 
nurses  ; also  4 probationary  nurses,  a cook  and  a laundress,  3 ward 
maids,  1 housemaid,  another  assistant  maid,  and  a porter-gar- 
dener. 

DISINFECTION. 

Arrangements  for  disinfection  can  be  made  as  required  with 
the  Hospital  Steward.  A Washington  Lyon  disinfecting  appara- 
tus in  the  Hospital  grounds  is  used  as  required. 

SUMMARY  OF  NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS. 

HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

GENERAL. — There  are  District  Nurses  with  C.M.B.  quali- 
fications in  all  the  parishes.  Generally  two  or  more  parishes  join 
together  to  support  one,  as  at  Tremeirchion,  Waen,  and  Bodfari  : 
Dyserth,  Meliden  and  Cwm.  A Nursing  Association  at  Rhuddlan 
has  Bodelwyddan  joined  to>  it.  St.  Asaph  also  has  a good  organ- 
ised service. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES.— The  nearest 
Flintshire  Centre  is  at  Rhyl,  where  there  is  a Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre  under  the  control  of  the.  Flintshire  County  Council 
and  their  Health  Visitor . Those  who  live  in  the  surrounding 
parishes  make  use  of  it. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
IN  THE  AREA. 

(1).  TUBERCULOSIS. — -No  private  institution  is  provided 
in  the  district  for  tuberculosis,  but  patients  who  cannot  afford 
treatment  in  private  institutions  are  well  provided  for  by  the 
King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  (Den- 
bighshire and  Flintshire  area) , whose  Medical  Officers  visit 
clinical  centres  at  Denbigh  and  Rhyl,  where  patients  from  the 
district  are  examined  and  suitable  cases  are  sent  to  institutions 
provided  for  them  in  North  Wales  at  Meadowslea  Hospital,  at 
Penyffordd,  Flintshire,  and  the  North  Wales  Sanatoroum,  Llan- 
gwyfan,  near  Denbigh. 
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(2).  MATEENITY. — There  has  be.en  an  extension  to  the 
maternity  wards  at  the  St.  Asaph  Public  Assistance  Hospital,  to 
provide  additional  accommodation  and  to  separate  this  depart- 
ment entirely  from  the  rest  of  the  Hospital,  which  will  be  an  im- 
provement. This  has  become  necessary  on  account  of  the  increas- 
ing number  of  confinements,  patients  being  now  admitted  from 
most  parishes  in  the  county.  There  were  109  confinements  during 
the  year- — 90  legitimate,  19  illegitimates,  and  8 stillborn  cases. 

THE  NEW  X-RAY  DEPARTMENT. 

Dr.  E.  Eortrey  Heap  informs  me  that  the  St.  Asaph  P.A.  Hos- 
pital has  been  equipped  with  an  up-to-date  X-Ray  Department. 
The  unit  is  a 60/90  Dean  Mobile  Unit,  Government  pattern,  and  is 
capable  of  good  general  X-Ray  work.  It  is  fitted  with  the  latest 
ideas,  i.e.,  Potter  Bucky  Grid,  under-couch  X-raying  and  screen- 
ing, etc.  In  the  short  time  it  has  been  in  operation  it  has  proved 
of  great  value  to  both  patients  and  doctors. 

ST.  ASAPH  PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE  HOSPITAL. 

The  year  1939  has  been  marked  by  an  all-round  increase,  in 
the  amount  of  work  undertaken.  The  Maternity  Department  has 
continued  to  grow,  and  the  increased  accommodation  provided 
has  been  fully  occupied  most  of  the  time.  With  the  advent  of 
hostilities  the  Hospital  became  an  A.l  Hospital  under  the  Emer- 
gency Medical  Service. 

A large  scale  evacuation  of  the  inmates  to  Rhyl  was  carried 
cut  in  September,  1939,  in  order  to  free  the  Wards  for  the  recep- 
tion of  air  raid  casualties.  H.M.  Government  provided  the 
Hospital  with  large  quantities  of  hospital  material, -beds,  surgical 
instruments,  a portable  X-ray  apparatus,  and  other  equipment,  in 
order  to  fit  the  Hospital  for  the  new  work  expected  of  it.  At  the 
same  time  the  Nursing  Staff  was  augmented  from  the  Civil 
Nursing  Reserve  and  the  British  Red  Cross  Detachments  in  the 
neighbourhood. 

During  the  winter  the  Hospital  did  good  work  in  finding  refuge 
for  large  numbers  of  soldiers  from  camps  in  the  district  during 
influenza  epidemic.  Later,  as  air  raids  did  not  eventuate,  the  old 
inmates  were  brought  back,  and  the  Hospital  continued  to  serve 
its  old  functions  as  well  as  remaining  prepared  should  Flintshire 
suffer  through  air  raids. 

A feature  of  this  year’s  work  has  been  the  establishment  of 
out-patients’  clinics  for  soldiers  in  the  district  suffering  from  minor 
complaints.  There  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  surgical  operations  performed,  and  the  Hospital  is  proud  of  its 
acquisition  of  the  latest  type  of  anaesthetic  machine,  the  Alfo- 
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Blease  Gas,  oxygen  and  ether  machine,  made  by  Alexander  and 
Focoler,  Ltd.,  of  Liverpool.  The  same  model  is  used  at  the  Royal 
Infirmary,  Liverpool.  It  has  all  the  delicate  refinements  that 
modern  anaesthesia  requires,  and  yet  is  simple  in  design  and  of 
hard  wearing  quality.  Above  all,  it  is  the  choice  in  patients 
suffering  from  shock  arid  hemorrhage — an  important  consideration 
during  war-time. 

KINMEL  CAMP  AND  ITS  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

The  War  Office  began  to  rebuild  Kinmel  Camp  in  May,  1939, 
and  troops  were  in  tents  from  July  to  14th  October,  when  the 
Barracks  were  occupied.  The  Garrison  Theatre  was  completed  in 
December,  and  later  three  N.A.A.F.I.  Canteens,  the  Hospital, 
and  the  Y.M.C.A.  There  is  electric  light  throughout,  an  excellent 
dining  room,  electric  cooking,  ablution  rooms  well  fitted  with  hot 
and  cold  baths  and  showerbaths,  sanitary  lavatories,  and  centrally 
heated  barrackroom. 

It  was  necessary  to  re-form  the  sewage  disposal  works,  which 
had  fallen  into'  disuse,  and  its  machinery  had  been  removed.  I am 
indebted  to  Mr.  Freeman,  agent  to  Messrs.  Pauling  and  Co., 
Limited,  contractors,  for  a description  of  the  work  which  had  to 
be  carried  out  in  order  to  put  the  above  works,  which  were  con- 
structed during  the  Great  War  of  1914 — 18,  at  an  approximate 
cost  of  £30,000',  into'  commission  again. 

, Kinmel  Camp  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

1.  — The  original  installation  of  these  works  was  made  for  the 
disposal  of  sewage  from  the  Camp  constructed  for  use  during  the 
Great  War,  and  a description  of  the  installation  was  given  in  the 
Annual  Report  for  1916  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  St. 
Asaph.  The  capacity  of  the  original  installation  was  such  that  it 
could  deal  with  the  foul  drainage  of  a population  of  approximate^ 
20,000'. 

2.  — After  the  Great  War  and  the  removal  of  the  Camp,  these 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  fell  into  disuse,  and  were  only  partially 
used  at  a later  date  for  the  sewage  issuing  from  newly  constructed 
Council  buildings  at  Bodelwyddan.  The  sewage  from  these  build- 
ings was  passed  direct  to  the  sludge  beds,  and  the  effluent  or 
drainage  water  from  the  sludge  filters  flowed  direct  into  the  open 
ditches.  Such  was  the  position  when  these  works  were  taken 
over  by  the  War  Department  for  re-commissioning,  to  dispose  of 
the  sewage  from  the  Kinmel  Militia  Camp.  All  machinery  had 
then  been  removed  from  the  works,  and  although  the  main  por- 
tions of  the  works,  such  as  settling  tank  and  filter  beds,  were  in 
good  order,  practically  all  operating  parts,  including  valves,  hand- 
stops,  etc.,  had  been  removed  or  broken;  and  the  works  in  that 
state  were  incapable  of  fulfilling  any  function  of  purification. 
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3.  — The  works  were  re-commissioned  on  the  basis  of  the  re- 
quirements estimated  for  a population  of  approximately  5,000,  or 
about  one  quarter  of  the  total  capacity  of  the  original  installa- 
tion. Consequently  the  following  parts  of  the  system  were  re- 
conditioned and  re-fitted  with  the  necessary  machinery: — (1) 
Screen  Chamber  and  Detritus  Tank ; (2)  Three  Sedimentation 
Tanks — 2 small  and  1 large ; (3)  Primary  Dosing  Chamber ; (4) 
One  Primary  Percolating  Filter ; (5)  Secondary  Dosing  Chamber  ; 
(6)  One  Secondary  Percolating  Filter;  (7)  Three  Humus  Tanks; 
(8)  Sludge  Beds ; (9)  Pump  well  and  Sludge  Pump. 

4.  — The  process  of  sewage  disposal  remains  identical  with 
that  of  the  original  installation,  as  described  in  the  Annual  Beport 
for  1916  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  St.  Asaph,  with  the 
exception  that  the  final  filtration  through  sand  beds  is  considered 
unnecessary  and  the  effluent  from  the  humus  tanks  is  passed 
direct  into  the  neighbouring  watercourse.  The  watercourse  into 
which  this  effluent  discharges  has  been  cleaned  and  re-formed  for 
some  considerable  distance  towards  Bhyl,  and  has  been  fenced 
where  necessary.  This  discharge  now  has  a free  and  unobstructed 
flow  towards  the  river.  The  sewage  works  have  been  in  operation 
since  August  10th,  and  have  operated  satisfactorily.  The  final 
effluent  has  been  tested  by  a Public  Analyst,  and  has  been  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

FTBE  BBIGADES. 

By  the  introduction  of  the  Fire  Brigades  Act,  1938,  the  St. 
Asaph  Bural  District  Council  became  the  Fire  Authority  for  the 
area,  and  therefore  responsible  for  the  provision  of  fire-fighting 
services.  The  Fire  Brigade  at  Bhuddlan  and  the  St.  Asaph  Parish 
Council  Fire  Brigade  were  taken  over  by  the  Council  and  improved 
by  the  acquisition  of  a trailer  pump,  together  with  necessary 
appliances  and  equipment.  The  personnel  has  also  been  increased. 
Permanent  Fire  Stations  have  been  formed  at  Bhuddlan,  St. 
Asaph  and  Dvserth. 

(3) .  THEBE  ABE  COTTAGE  HOMES  at  Holywell,  run  by 
the  Guardians,  for  illegitimate  and  homeless  children. 

(4)  . FEVEB. — For  fever  cases  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
St.  Asaph  is  available.  It  wTas  originally  erected  by  the  St.  Asaph 
and  District  Joint  Hospital  Board  and  opened  in  1929,  and  was 
established  by  the  following  Councils: — Aled  B.D.C.,  Abergele 
Urban  Council,  Denbigh  Borough  Council,  Prestatyn  U.D.C.,  St. 
Asaph  B.D.C. 

Now  six  constituent  authorities  are  embraced  and  included 
in  the  new  combination  of  authorities  in  Flintshire.  The  following 
are  the  new  authorities: — -Buckley,  Connah’s  Quay,  Flint,  Holy- 
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well  Bural,  Holywell  Urban,  and  Mold.  So  now,  including  the 
Denbighshire  area,  there  are.  eleven  public  bodies  in  the  combi- 
nation, and  it  has  become  necessary  to  enlarge  the  1929  Hospital. 
The  new  extensions  are  being  carried  out,  but  the  war  conditions 
have  retarded  progress. 

Mr  F.  A.  Boberts,  F.B.I.B.A.,  Chartered  Architect,  Mold,  is 
again  engaged  to  carry  out  these  great  extensions,  and  when 
finished  and  re-opened  the  Hospital  will  be  the  largest  and  best 
equipped  Isolation  Hospital  in  Wales.  Mr.  Boberts  gives  me  the 
following  description  of  the  new  additions. 

The  original  scheme  built  in  1929  has  now  been  enlarged  to 
give  the  following  accommodation: — One  Pavilion  Block  for  ten 
beds  and  another  for  eighteen  beds.  Two  combined  Pavilion  and 
Cubicles  Blocks,  each  containing  twenty-two  beds  and  a separate 
Cubicle  Block  for  nine  beds — a total  of  eighty-one  beds.  The  new 
combined  Cubicles  and  Pavilion  Blocks  are  each  divided  into  male 
and  female  sections,  with  five  single  cubicles  and  a six-bed  ward  in 
each  section,  being  under  observation  from  a duty  room.  Each 
section  of  these  Combined  Blocks  is  provided  with  adequate 
sanitary  equipment,  and  sterilisers  are  installed  in  the  duty  rooms 
for  sterilising  crockery,  in  addition  to  the  sterilisers  provided  in  the 
sluice  rooms.  To  one  of  these  combined  blocks  is  attached-  an  oper- 
ating theatre  suite,  with  anaesthetising  room,  sterilising  room, 
and  separate  surgeon’s  wash-up  room,  so  leaving  the  operating 
room  free  of  all  sanitary  fittings.  The  operating  room  is  heated 
both  by  low-pressure  hot  water  and  steam  radiators.  The  whole  of 
this  suite  has  glazed  tiled  walls  and  marble  TerrazzO'  floors. 

The  enlarged  Administrative  Block  contains  twenty-seven 
bedrooms,  with  separate  sitting  rooms  for  nurses  and  maids,  to- 
gether with  a large  dining  room  for  the  nurses.  A private  suite  is 
provided  for  the  Matron.  In  the  Administrative  Block  each  of  the 
bedrooms  is  provided  with  a lavatory  basin  and  heated  towel  rail, 
and  where  practicable  built-in  wardrobes  have  been  provided. 
Steam  cooking  has  been  installed  in  the  enlarged  kitchen,  and  a 
cold  store  provided  in  addition  to  the  larder  and  dry  stores. 
Special  arrangement  has  been  made  for  service  of  food  from  the 
central  kitchen  to  the  various  blocks. 

The  Engineering  Services  are  installed  in  a separate  boiler 
house  block,  and  consist  of  a heating  boiler  and  hot  water  service 
toiler  with  calorifiers,  and  a stand-by  boiler  inter-connected  with 
both  these  boilers.  A steam  boiler  is  also*  installed,  which  sup- 
plies steam  for  cooling,  laundry  and  sterilising.  All  these  boilers 
are  mechanically  fuelled  from  a central  coal  bunker  by  means  of 
Blley  stokers,  and  the  whole  plant  is  electrically  controlled.  In 
the  general  design  of  the,  scheme  care  has  been  given  to  provide 
the  most  modern  equipment,  and  I think  it  can  be  stated  that  the 
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result  is  a thoroughly  up-to-date  Isolation  Hospital,  which  will 
compare  favourably  with  the  most  recent  wTork  carried  out  under 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

(5) .  SMALL  POX.— No  provision. 

(6) .  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS.— The  Denbigh  Infirmary  is 
within  convenient  distance  of  the  district,  and  is  made  use  of  on 
the  Denbigh  side.  On  the  Abergele  side  of  the  district  the  Royal 
Alexandra  Hospital,  Rhyl,  and  the  War  Memorial  Hospital,  Rhyl, 
take  in  surgical  cases,  being  within  easy  reach.  At  the  Denbigh 
Infirmary  there  are  19  free  beds,  but  any  surgical  cases  will  be 
admitted  at  a maintenance  fee  of  £1  6s.  Od.  per  week,  and  mater- 
nity cases  30/-  per  week.  At  the  Rhyl  Hospitals  the  fees  arc 
higher.  There  is  also  the  West  Denbighshire  Hospital  at  Colwyn 
Bay  for  that  side  of  the  district. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(a)  For  infectious  cases  a hired  motor  ambulance  from 
Messrs.  Brookes  Brothers,  Rhyl,  is  used. 

(b)  For  non-inf ectious  cases  alid  accident  cases  there  is  a 
motor  ambulance  on  hire  in  connection  with  the  Denbigh  Infirm- 
ary, and  another  by  a private  firm,  Messrs.  Brookes  Brothers, 
Rhyl,  w7hich  is  used  generally  to  remove  cases  to  the  Rhyl  Hos- 
pitals. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  Medical  Research  Council  has  had  established  “ The 
Emergency  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  ” at  Castle  Bank, 
Conway,  North  Wales,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  D.  T.  Robinson, 
where  all  laboratory  examinations  are  efficiently  and  quickly 
carried  out  free  of  cost. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  also  paid  for  by  the  Council  for  those 
who  cannot  bear  the  expense. 


CHEMICAL  WORK 

Analyses  of  water  supplies  are  carried  out  bv  the  same  Labora- 
tory Service  at  Castle  Bank,  Conway. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

These  cases  come  under  the  control  of  the  Flintshire  County 
Council,  and  patients  have  to  be  admitted  to  the  Chester  Infirm- 
ary for  treatment. 
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SECTION  C . — SANITARY  CIRCUMSCTANCES 
OF  THE  AEEA. 

1.  — (i)  Water. 

The  parishes  of  Bodelwyddan,  St.  Asaph  and  Rhuddlan  are 
supplied  with  water  by  the  Rhyl  U.D.C.,  and  most  of  the  parisn 
of  Dyserth  by  the  Prestatyn  U.D.C.  These  supplies  have  been 
satisfactory. 

BQDFARI. — This  parish  is  supplied  with  water  from  works 
constructed  by  the  Council,  which  have  proved  satisfactory;  the 
main  supply  at  Pistyll  for  the  village,  and  three  smaller  works 
for  other  parts  of  the  parish. 

CWM  is  similarly  supplied ; one  at  Aelwyd  Ucha,  one  at 
Church  Woods,  and  another  at  Cwm  Mountain.  There  is  also 
a supplementary  supply  when  required  during  a drought  from  the 
water  mains  of  the  Holywell  Rural  District  Council,  who  are 
supplied  by  the  Birkenhead  Corporation. 

BRYNIAU,  DYSERTH. — This  high  level  area  is  supplied 
with  water  obtained  from  the  mains  of  the  Holywell  R.D.C. 

WAEN. — The  water  supply  to  this  parish  is  from  works  con- 
structed by  the  Council,  and  has  proved  satisfactory  during  the 
year. 

TREMEIRCHION. — This  village  and  isolated  houses  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  parish  are  supplied  with  water  from  a source  at 
Mynydd  Bychan.  This  supply  was  extended  for  serving  the  area 
known  as  Pen-y-Graig,  but  it  has  proved  to  be  inadequate  during 
a very  dry  season.  A water  diviner  was  engaged  to  discover  an 
additional  supply  for  the  parish,  and  on  his  recommendation 
excavations  were  made  to  a depth  of  21ft.  on  the  watershed,  a sub- 
stantial part  of  which  was  in  rock.  A supply  was  found,  yielding 
about  1,000  gallons  per  24  hours  in  dry  weather,  and  a new  brick 
well  has  been  erected  and  a syphon  inserted  to  draw  the  water  from 
the  well  to  flow  by  gravitation  to  the  water  main  nearby. 

A provisional  agreement  has  been  entered  into  with  the  owner 
of  Aelwyd  Ucha  Farm  for  tapping  surplus  water  from  springs  on 
his  land,  fencing  around  the  supply,  constructing  an  intake 
chamber,  and  connecting  the  supply  through  a 3-inch  main  to  the 
existing  works  of  water  supply  for  the  parish. 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  important  extension  was  carried  out  this  year. 

2.  — Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 
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3. — (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

There  are  only  very  few  privies  in  the  populous  areas  of  the 
district  where,  sewers  are  available.  About  90  per  cent,  of  the 
closet  accommodation,  where  no  sewers  are  available,  are  of  the 
privy  type  with  fixed  receptacles,  the  remaining  10  per  cent,  being 
of  the  privy  type  with  removable  receptacles. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

Scavenging  schemes  by  contract  are  in  operation  in  the 
parishes  of  Bodelwyddan,  Dvserth,  Rhuddlan  and  St.  Asaph. 
In  the  first  three  parishes  the  removal  of  house  refuse  from 
ashbins,  etc.,  also  the  removal  of  contents  of  pail  closets  is  under- 
taken by  the  Council.  A similar  scheme  for  St.  Asaph  is  in  oper- 
ation for  dry  refuse  only,  and  Tremeirchion  also'  has  a scheme 
now. 

Kinmel  Camp  authorities  make  their  own  arrangements  for 
collecting  and  disposing  of  refuse  from  the  camp  to  the  tip  at 
Rhuddlan. 

In  other  parts  of  the  district  the  above  work  and  cleansing 
are  done  by  the  occupier,  and  refuse  is  disposed  of,  as  a rule,  on 
the  land. 

The  Council  have  controlled  tips  at  Dyserth,  Rhuddlan,  St. 
Asaph  and  Tremeirchion. 

(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

A classified  statement  of  the  number  of  premises  visited,  the 
defects  discovered,  and  the  action  and  result  of  action  taken  >s 
appended  to  this  report. 

(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

There  are  three  camping  sites  in  the  area.  No  licences  have 
been  issued  in  respect  of  camping  sites.  The  estimatd  maximum 
number  of  campers  resident  in  the  area  at  one  time  is  500. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  was  found  necessary  during  the  year. 

(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or 
pools  open  to  the  public  in  the  district. 
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(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Several  tenants  have  been  advised  of  the  best  methods  for 
preventing  infestation. 

4. — Schools. 

All  schools  in  the  district  have  a wholesome  supply  of  pure 
water  on  the  premises.  The  schools  are  closed  when  necessary 
during  epidemics  to  prevent  the  spread  of  infectious  disease. 

SECTION  D.—  HOUSING. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  this  Year:— 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  ...  140 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  144 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu- 
lations, 1925  and  1932  .! 40 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  90 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation 28 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 
ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 

of  formal  Notices:— 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  officers  2 

3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10'  and  16  of  the  Hous- 
ing Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs -^.v  


16 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(b) . — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  20 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  re- 
medied after  service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  By  owners — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  section  11  and  13  of  the  Hous- 

ing Act,  1936: — 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demoli- 
tion Orders  were  made 22 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  1 


(d)  .—Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 

in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined, 
the  tenement  or  room  having  been  renderd  fit 


4. — Housing  Act,  1938,  Part  IY. — Overcrowding : — 

(a). — (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 


the  year 10 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  11 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  70 


(b) . — Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 
the  year  
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(c) . — (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  16 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  85 

(d) . — Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding . 

(e) . — Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  M.edical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report — 

SECTION  E.— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

A slight  increase  has  taken  place  in  milk  production  for  sale, 
chiefly  for  the  Co'-operative  Wholesale  Society.  A number  of  cow- 
sheds have  been  re-conditioned  during  the  year.  Structural  im- 
provments,  however,  are  becoming  increasingly  difficult,  owing  to 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  building  materials  and  the  cost.  Cow- 
keepers  are  urged  that  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  can  be 
obtained  even  in  war-time,  and  I am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  thy  are  responding  to  the  appeal  made  to  them  in  this 
respect. 

Pasteurised  milk  has  been  heated  at  145°  to  150°  Fahr.  for  30, 
minutes  to  destroy  any  disease  germs. 

Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  derived  from  an  Attested  Herd. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Pasteurised)  is  tuberculin  tested 
milk  which  is  also  pasteurised. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  (Certified)  is  tuberculin  tested  milk 
which  is  bottled  on  the  farm. 

Accredited  Milk  comes  from  cows  that  have  passed  a veterin- 
ary inspection,  but  not  a test  for  tuberculosis. 

All  these  milks  are  periodically  tested  for  cleanliness.  They 
can  only  be  sold  under  a licence  from  a local  authority. 

Milk  may  be  sold  without  a special  designation,  but  the 
designations  shown  above  are  the  only  ones  that  are  officially  re- 
cognised. 
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The  bacterial  standard  is  that  the  milk  at  any  time  before 
delivery  to  the  consumer  must  not  contain  more  than  100,000 
bacteria  per  cc. 

Pasteurised  Milk. — Licences  for  this  have  to  be  issued  by  the 
Rural  Council,  but  so  far  no  application  has  been  received.  The 
milk  has  to  be  treated  by  heating  it  up  to  from  145°  to  150°  F.. 
held  at  this  temperature  for  half  an  hour,  and  then  immediately 
cooled  to  not  more  than  55°  F.  This  process  has  to  be  carried  out 
in  a suitable  plant.  This  milk  also  has  to  comply  with  a certain 
standard  of  analysis  with  regard  to  bacteria.  The  price  of  the 
licence  to  produce  this  milk  is  one  guinea. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Slaughter-houses  and  meat  shops  were  inspected  from  time  to 
time.  The  shops  and  slaughter-houses  are  kept  clean. 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 
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Number  killed  (if  known)  

235  .. 

..  100  . 

..  4950  . 

..  30 

Number  inspected 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis : — 

28  .. 

12  . 

..  515  . 

..  80 

Whole  carcases  condemned 
Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 

organ  was  condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number  inspect- 

..  38  .. 

ed  affected  with  disease  other 

than  tuberculosis  

Tuberculosis  only : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  1 ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned  

Percentages  of  the  number  inspect- 
ed affected  with  tuberculosis  ... 

(c)  Adulteration,  &c. 

A summary  is  attached  to  this  report  showing  samples  of  food 
and  drugs  collected  for  analysis,  together  with  the  result. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Food  inspection  is  mainly  done  by  the  County  Council,  and 
samples  of  food  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  are 
taken  by  the  same  authority. 
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(e)  Nutrition. 

The  District  Council  have  taken  no  action  in  this  matter  apart 
from  what  is  done  by  the  Public  Health  Officials  in  the  execution 
of  their  duties. 

(f)  No  Shall  Fish  (Molluscan)  are  laid  in  this  district. 

GENERAL. 

A great  step  forward  has  been  taken  during  the  last  few  years 
in  improving  housing  conditions,  particularly  in  the  parishes  of 
Bodelwyddan,  St.  Asaph  and  Rhuddlan;  and  generations  to  come 
will  benefit  by  the  demolition  and  clearance  of  old,  defective  and 
overcrowded  houses  on  confined  sites,  and  the  erection  of  splendid 
new  houses  on  open  and  extensive  sites,  with  well  paved  and  con- 
crete streets.  St.  Asaph  now  has  75,  and  Rhuddlan  74. 

The  38  houses  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  as  being  in 
course  of  erection  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year — - 
8 at  Bodelwyddan  and  30  at  Rhuddlan.  A large  number  of  families 
living  in  unfit  and  overcrowded  houses  were  removed  to  the  new 
houses.  Excellent  work  has  been  done  by  the  Council  in  the 
erection  of  new  houses  for  the  working  classes.  Comprehensive 
schemes  were  undertaken  during  the  last  few  years,  and  special 
mention  may  be  made  of  the  housing  scheme  at  Plas-yn-Roe, 
St.  Asaph  and  Clos-y-Berllan,  Rhuddlan.  The  Council  were 
successful  in  securing  splendid  sites  in  both  instances,  and  they 
have  not  yet  been  fully  developed.  These  are  the  best  class  of 
houses  erected  out  of  a total  of  225.  The  other  houses  built  are 
now  being  renovated  and  painted  outside,  and  those  completed - 
have  much  improved  in  appearance,  as  the  colours  of  the  paint 
selected  on  this  occasion  are  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  more  in 
accordance  with  nature. 

(Signed)  HENRY  LLOYD, 

M.D..  M.R.C.S.,  L.S.A.,  D.P.H., 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


TABLE  1. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1939  and  previous  years. 
Nam©  of  District — ST.  ASAPH  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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2 

for  B 7B90 
for  D 7382 
for  B 7670 
for  D 7362 
7730 
7293 
7293 
7780 
8160 
7914 
8020 
8030 
7873 
7999 
8117 
7468 
7218 
7255 
7316 
7292 

for  B 7235| 
for  D 7494 

Year. 

1 

pH  (M  CO^iOCNOOfflOHClO^iOCONQO  1 05 

CM  CM  (MCMfMCMCMCMCMcOCOCOCOCOCOCOCOCO  1 CO 
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Area  of  District  in  acres  (land  and  inland  water)  : 23,057.  Total  population  at  all  ages : 7,873,  at  Census,  April,  1931. 


TABLE  II. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the  year  1939  in  the  St.  Asaph  Burai  District. 
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St.  Asaph  and  District  G'onioint  Isolation  Hospital.  Sanatoria : None 
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TABLE  III. 

Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  year  1939. 


Name  of  District— ST.  ASAPH  BUBAL  DISTBICT 


ANALYSIS  OF  NETT  DEATHS 
ACCORDING  TO  AGE. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 year. 

2 and  under  5 
years. 

5 and  under  15 
years. 

15  and  under  25 
years. 

25  and  under  45 
years. 

45  and  under  65 
years. 

65  and  under  100 
years. 

1 Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers... 

2 Measles  

3 Scarlet  Fever  

4 Whooping  Cough  

5 Diphtheria  

7 Encephalitis  Dethargica 

8 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

9 Tuberculosis  of  respirat’y  system 

3 

1 

2 

10  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

11  Syphilis  

12  General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane... 

13  Cancer 

13 

1 

7 

5 

14  Diabetes  

1 

1 

15  Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 

16  Heart  Disease,  Thrombosis  &\ 

8 

3 

5 

17  Myocarditis  f 

18  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  and 

32 

1 

1 

5 

25 

Arterio  Sclerosis  

3 

3 

19  Bronchitis  (all  forms)  

2 

1 

1 

20  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

8 

1 

3 

4 

21  Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

22  Peptic  Ulcers  and  Duodenal  ... 

3 

2 

1 

23  Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years)  ... 

24  Appendicitis  

25  Cirrhosis  of  Diver 

1 

1 

26  Other  Diseases  of  Diver  & Stone 

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  

28  Acute  & Chronic  Nephritis  

29  Puerperal  Sepsis  

7 

2 

5 

30  Other  Puerperal  Causes  

31  Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

1 

Birth,  Malformations,  &c 

2 1 2 

1 ... 

32  Senility  

7 1 

1 

1 

7 

33  Suicide  

1 1 

1 - 

1 1 

34  Other  Violence  

3 1 

| ... 

1 ••• 

1 

1 ... 

2 

35  Other  Defined  Diseases  

10  1 2 

i ... 

1 ••• 

2 1 2 

1 2 

2 

36  Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown... 

1 

1 ... 

1 - 

I - 

1 - 

Total 

104  1 6 

i ... 

! ...  1 

5 

1 6 | 25  ! 

I 62 
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TABLE  IV. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1939. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages  under 
1 Year  of  Age. 

Name  of  District— ST.  ASAPH  BUBAL  DISTBICT. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 week. 

1 — 2 weeks. 

2-  3 weeks.  j 

3—  4 weeks.  1 

S 

s 

u 

"C 

Is 

o 

4 weeks  and  Uiiider 
3 months.  ; 

3 months  and  undei 
6 months. 

6 months  and  under 
9 months 

9 months  and  under 
12  months. 

Total  Deaths  under 
1 year. 

. n , f Certified 

All  causes  { Uncei.tiBe(1 

J;; 

1 Small-]!)ox 
Chicken-pox 
J Measles 
] Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
' Diphtheria  and  Croup 
Erysipelas 

f Tuberculous  Meningitis 
•J  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
{ Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

/ Diarrhoea 
l Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Suffocation,  overlying 
Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Atelectasis 

( Congenital  Malformations  ... 
i Premature  Births 
{ Atrophy,  Debility  & Marasmus 
Influenza 
Other  Causes 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

*2 

Totals 

2 

1 

1 

4 

... 

1 

5 

M.  F. 


M.  F. 

Nett  Births  registered  during  f Legitimate  ..  45  ...  46 

the  calendar  year  97  \ Illegitimate  6 

Nett  Deaths  registered  during  f Legitimate  Infants  1 1 

the  calendar  year  5 \ Illegitimate  Infants  1 ..  2 

Still-births  7 — Legitimate:  Male  4,  Female  3. 

Illegitimate  : Male  0,  Female  0. 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1939 
for  the  Rural  District  of  St.  Asaph,  in  the  County  of  Flint, 

on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act, 
1901,  and  the  Factories  Act,  1937  (which  superseded  the 
Act  of  1901  on  1st  July,  1938). 


1. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances 


Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

M) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries 

8 

2 

•• 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

80 

2 

Workplaces  . . . . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises) 

•• 

Total 

88 

4 

. . 

2 —Defects  Found  in  Factories.  Workshops  & Workplaces 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

of  Prose- 
cutions. 

f5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 
Want  of  cleanliness 
Want  of  ventilation 
Overcrowding 
Want  of  drainage  of  floors 
Other  nuisances  . . . . . . 

nan.,  _ [ insufficient . . 

accommodation  1 unsuitable^  defective. . 

( not  separate  for  sexes  . . 

3 

i 

3 

l 

Offences  under  the  Factory  d;  Workshop  Acts  : 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house (s.  101) 

Other  offences 

Total  . . 

4 

4 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


3.  — Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Section  108. 

Nil. 


HENRY  LLOYD,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.,  L.S.A., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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St.  Asaph  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1939. 

St.  Asaph, 

30th  March,  1940. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  St.  Asaph  Rural  District 

Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the-  honour  to  lav  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for 
1939:— 

Total  number  of  inspections  and  visits  made 1194 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Number  of  cases  inquired  into 19 

Number  of  houses  disinfected 22 

DWELLINGS. 

Number  erected 13 

Number  made  fit  for  habitation  2 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding 10 

DRAINAGE,  &c. 

Number  laid  or  relaid 50 

Number  cleaned,  trapped  and  ventilated  12 

Number  of  new  water  closets  ...  . .16 

Number  of  repairs  to  water  closets  80 

Number  of  new  privies  and  ashpits  1 

Number  of  privies  converted  into  W.C.’s  1 
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SCAVENGING. 


c 

T3 

£ 

O 

W 


m 


No.  of  Cesspools  emptied  ... 

— 

1 

— 

...  — ... 

— 

No.  of  Privies  emptied  

— 

— 

— 

— ... 

— 

No.  of  Pail  Closets  emptied 

...  1352 

...  1570  , 

— 

— ... 

— 

No.  of  Ashbins  emptied  ... 

...  4004 

...13872 

...11214 

...11350  ... 

320 

No.  of  Ashpits  emptied  

— 

6 

...  28 

— ... 

• — 

No.  of  Toads  of  Refuse 

...  104 

...  161 

...  398 

...  300  ... 

16 

No.  of  Tons  of  Refuse 

...  78 

...  121 

...  597 

...  600  ... 

18 

£ s.  d. 

Total  Cost  of  Scavenging  at  Tremeirchion  12  0 0 

Total  Cost  of  Scavenging  at  Bodelwyddan 45  13  6 

Total  Cost  of  Scavenging  at  Rhuddlan  142  8 9 

Total  Cost  of  Scavenging  at  Dyserth  158  16  8 

Total  Cost  of  Scavenging  at  St.  Asaph 109  0 0 


Bodelwyddan : 52  loads  of  refuse  were  disposed  of  in  the  Rhuddlan  tip 
and  52  loads  on  farms. 


REFUSE. 


Number  of  accumulations  removed 20 

WATER. 

Number  of  new  places  supplied 13 

Number  of  repairs,  fittings,  etc 90 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 


Number  of  new  dairies  erected — 

Number  of  cowsheds  erected  — 

Number  of  dairies  repaired 1 

Number  of  cowsheds  repaired  6 

Number  of  persons  registered 92 

Number  of  registered  places  in  use  and  inspected  92 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 


Number  registered  or  licensed 10 

Number  erected — 

Number  repaired  1 
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OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Number  dealt  with 1 

ANIMALS. 

Number  of  cases  causing  nuisance  16 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

Number  registered  and  inspected — 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Number  of  letters  received 520 

Number  of  letters  written  425 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  64 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with 60 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

Number  of  formal  notices  served  — 

Number  of  formal  notices  complied  with  — 

Number  of  prosecutions  — 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Number  registered 66 

Number  of  written  notices *. 4 

Number  complied  with  4 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

The  following  was  kindly  supplied  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Police; — 


28 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


I beg  to  furnish  you  with  the  following  particulars  of  Samples 
purchased  in  your  district  under  the  above  Acts,  during  the  year,  1939. 


Description  of  Samples. 

No.  taken. 

Genuine. 

Prosecutions. 

New  Milk 

17 

15 

2 

(1  defendant) 

Malt  Vinegar  

2 

2 

Strawberry  Jam 

1 

1 

Brown  Bread  

1 

1 

Tinned  Tomatoes  

1 

1 

Stewed  Steak  

1 

1 

Salad  Cream  ...  . 

1 

1 

Mince-meat 

1 

1 

White  Bread 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

. ...  26 

24 

2 

A.  B.  LINDSAY,  Superintendent. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

EDW.  0.  EVANS,  F.S.I.A.,  Cert.  R.S.I., 


Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor. 
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RAINFALL  IN  1939. 

At  Yr  Ardd,  Denbigh,  by  Col.  Gronwy  Griffith,  Mayor  of  Denbigh. 


Number 


Greatest 

of  days 

with 

Total. 

fall  in 

.01  in. 

.04-in. 

Month 

Depth. 

24  hours. 

Date. 

or 

or 

Inches. 

Inches. 

more. 

more. 

January  ...  ... 

5.83 

.82 

11 

23 

20 

February  ••• 

2.13 

.73 

27 

17 

11 

March  

2.87 

.57 

8 

19 

16 

April  

1.91 

.28 

1 

17 

12 

May  

1.55 

.65 

16 

8 

5 

June  

2.47 

.46 

14  & 24  ... 

14 

12 

July  

5.61 

...  1.25 

29 

23 

20 

August  

1.62 

.42 

2 

12 

8 

September  ••• 

70 

.18 

2 

7 

6 

October  

2.28 

.36 

17 

15 

11 

November  ... 

5.57 

.93 

18 

22 

17 

December  . . . 

2.24 

.64 

4 

13 

11 

Total  . . . 

34.78 

190 

149 

Average  total  depth  for  past  4 years — 32.67  inches. 

At  Mental  Hospital  Gardens,  Denbigh. 


Rain  gauge. — Diameter  of  funnel  5-inch  ; height  of  top  above  ground, 
1-ft. ; height  of  ground  above  sea  level,  316  ft. 


Number 


Greatest 

of  days  with 

Total. 

fall  in 

.01  in. 

.04-in. 

Month. 

Depth. 

24  hours. 

Date. 

or 

or 

Inches. 

Inches. 

more. 

more. 

January  

5.8 

.88 

11 

22 

21 

February 

2.34 

.78 

27 

15 

14 

March  

3.0 

.58 

8 

17 

15 

April  

...  ...  2.05 

.33 

1 

14 

13 

May  

1.56 

.10 

16 

7 

15 

June  

2.68 

.62 

24 

14 

12 

July  

6.35 

...  1.23 

29 

23 

21 

August 

1.61 

.45 

2 

12 

16 

September  ... 

67 

.20 

2 

7 

6 

October 

2.48 

.42 

17 

12 

12 

November  ...  . 

6.021 

...  1.21 

18 

24 

20 

December  ...  . 

2.41 

.66 

4 

1 

9 

Total  

36.97 

168 

164 

WM.  BARKER. 


RHYL’S  RAINFALL— 10  Years’  Average. 


The  average  Rainfall  for  10  years,  in  Inches,  is  as  follows : — 


1930  ... 

...  32.61 

1931  ... 

...  27.85 

1932  ... 

...  26,79 

1933  ... 

...  18.10 

1934  ... 

...  21.48 

1935  ... 

...  27.43 

1936  ... 

...  30.42 

1937  ... 

...  25.51 

1938  ... 

...  28.31 

1939  ... 

...  27.01 

Yearly  Average  for  10  years,  26.55  inches. 


